8 Types of Literary Theory
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New Criticism
1. What might be a theme (overall point) of the story?  (Think about: What is the major conflict of the story?  How is it resolved?)  

2. Who is the speaker?  What is their point-of-view?  What is their attitude/outlook on life: ironic, straightforward, ambiguous?   

3. Were their symbols?  What might they mean?  How do they relate to the theme?
4. Does the author use metaphors or similes?  When and why?

5. How does the author use imagery, sounds, smells, tastes, or textures?

6. What is the author’s style? 

a. Are the sentences long or short?  Does that make a difference?

b. Does the author’s choice of words effect the story?  Concrete or abstract? Energetic or placid?
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Reader-Response Theory- Includes New Criticism Questions AND:
1. Can you connect the story to other books, T.V. shows, or movies?  What is the connection?  Does the connection enrich the story?  

2. What questions might you ask the author if you could?

3. Are there any connections to your life?  Did anything in the story remind you 
      of something else?  A person you know, a place, an experience…

4. What was good about the story?  What was bad?  How might you change something to make it more exciting, interesting, understandable?

5. Is there anything in the story that was confusing?  What might it mean?

6. What advice might you give a character if you could talk to them?
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Feminist Criticism- Includes New Criticism Questions Focusing On:
1. How do men and women interact in this story?

2. How are women treated in this story?  Why are they treated this way? 
3. Would the story be different if the protagonist (main character) was a woman (or a man)?  How?  Why?

4. What is the historical context of the story?  How was the author affected by the relationships between men and women at the time that the story was written?  (Think about whether men and women acted differently during the time it was written or during the time in which the story was set).

5. Is the author a feminist?  A male-chauvinist? Or somewhere in-between?

Social Criticism (Marxist)- Includes New Criticism Questions Focusing On: 
1. What is the tension in the work? The conflict?  What brought this conflict about?
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What does this story tell us about our society?  Our world in general?
3. How does this story function within the social, political, and economic
      realities of the time in which it is set (or written)? 
4. Who in the story has the social, political, or economic power?  
      Who does not?  How does this affect the story?

5. What are the causes “beneath the surface”?  Does economics 
(who has money and who does not) play a role?
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Psychological Criticism- Includes New Criticism Questions Focusing On: 
1. How is this story a manifestation of the subconscious?

2. What could be considered symbolic in this story?  What does this tell us about the psyche of the author?

3. What could be considered symbolic in this story?  What does this tell us about the psyche of the characters?

4. What are the characters motives?  Desires? Conflicts?  What does this tell us about how people in general behave?

5. Why did we enjoy the story?  How did the author create something that the reader wanted to hear?  
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1. Are there any archetypal characters?  (the rebel, the outcast, the tyrant, the saint, the child, the hero, the great mother, the wise old man, the trickster, the femme fatal, the mad scientist, the storyteller, the scapegoat, the shrew, the star-crossed lovers, etc.)  What do they tell us?
2. Are there any archetypal situations?  (the quest, the fall, the initiation, the impossible task, the loss of innocence, etc).  What do they tell us?
3. Are there any archetypal symbols?  (light/dark, water/desert, spring/winter, geometrical shapes like circles and triangles, gardens, numbers, colors, etc.)  What do they tell us?
4. How do these things reflect the deepest experiences and meanings of the human race?

5. Are there any strong Communal Beliefs in the story?  (Belief in Supreme Being(s) creator, judge, prime mover, religion, fate, Belief in power of nature--Mother Nature, natural disasters, magical places (holy wells, sacred rocks, etc.) )
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Historical Criticism- Includes New Criticism Questions Focusing On: 
1. What is the social and cultural environment that surrounds this story?  

2. What period or movement does the story come from?  (Neoclassicism, romanticism, modernism, etc).

3. What methods of construction and/or subject matter does this story share with other stories of its time? 

4. What were the cultural taboos during the time when this story was written?
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Biographical Criticism- Includes New Criticism Questions Focusing On:
1. How does the author’s life influence his work?

2. How does the author’s beliefs influence his work?

3. What was the author’s intended audience? 

