American Humanities

"Fiction is the lie that helps us understand the truth."

~Tim O'Brien
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INSTRUCTOR:  Mr. Finn
School Phone: 688-1050 
Mr. Finn’s ext. 5112

Email: finn.jeff@iowacityschools.org
Available for Individual Attention: Periods __ & __
COURSE DESCRIPTION: American Humanities is the study of post-World War II American culture designed for highly-motivated students who want to learn methods of understanding how the culture of America has evolved and been influenced through literature, film, television, drama, theater, music, the fine arts, and other aspects of popular culture. Students will make an in-depth analysis of the early decades (the 1950s and 1960s) as a means of developing a foundation and more lucid understanding of how they have affected “the big picture.” Students will examine the following general topics and their impact: American values, politics, youth culture, race, gender, and significant movements. Learning methods will include reading whole or parts of relevant literature, speaking and listening during class discussions, active viewing of visual media, and writing analysis papers over course material.

TEXTS: Various novels, films, articles, and readings will be provided in class as needed.   
MATERIALS NEEDED: Notebook, Pens & Pencils, DVD player, Public & University of Iowa library card.  
GRADING SCALE:

99-100
A+

88-89
B+

78-79
C+

68-69
D+    59 and below F

93-98
A

83-87
B

73-77
C

63-67
D

90-92
A-

80-82
B-

70-72
C-

60-62
D-

*grades will be tabulated on a total point scale

*grades will consist of homework, projects, participation, tests and quizzes

**25% OF YOUR GRADE WILL BE BASED ON PARTICIPATION (ACTIVE SPEAKING & LISTENING)
“People today are still living off the table scraps of the sixties. They are still being passed around - the music and the ideas.”

~Bob Dylan
COURSE CONTENT: 
Session 1: American Values (1-2 weeks)

This unit will cover the students’ values and how they developed.  We will view a film to examine issues in our culture and the American culture of the past.  Also, the proper form of analysis for this class will be modeled.

Session 2: The 1950’s (9-10 weeks)

This unit will cover one of the most prosperous time periods in American history.  Through various literary and media presentations we’ll look at the beginning of the Cold War, gender roles, the Beat Movement, and other pivotal ideas and events.  Students will be required to read and analyze at least one novel and film.

Session 3: The 1960’s (13-15 weeks)


This unit will cover the Vietnam Conflict and the various cultures and countercultures of the 

decade.  Here you will be required to analyze music lyrics.

Session 4: Post 1960’s (6-8 weeks)


This unit will examine the fall-out from the pivotal decades of the 1950’s and the 

1960’s. Sub-cultures (like punk and rap) and movements that accessed the ideals of the era will be the subject of scrutiny.
NOTE TO PARENTS:  Due to the nature of this course, some of the material examined in class may be considered for mature audiences.  As instructors, we have gone to great lengths to keep in mind our students’ age while still providing films and literature that represent vital aspects of the decades we are examining.  We believe that powerful films and literature like The Graduate, Invisible Man, Platoon, On the Road, The Zoo Story, and others are not only necessary, but presented in a way that promotes maturity and academic rigor.  Should you have concerns or questions about any of the material or would like a more detailed list of these materials, do not hesitate to contact us.  
 “I like boring things.”

~Andy Warhol
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CLASSROOM POLICIES:

1.  Make-up work. You are allowed as many days as you miss plus one more day.  Medical and other extenuating circumstances will be considered, especially with advance notice and appropriate notes. If you miss class I will NOT respond to requests during class (it is unfair to the other students to stop class for you).  
Instead, follow these steps in this EXACT order until you have your answer: 

1) Check the Daily Lesson Plans on the chalk board for assignments


2) Check Edmodo in the section labeled “Library” for assignments

3) Email me at Finn.Jeff@iccsd.k12.ia.us being sure to include your 

full name and the day(s) you were gone, 

4) Set up a meeting time before/after school or during a mutual prep period. 

2.  Late work.  Assignments not completed when called for in class (usually at the beginning) will be late.  Late assignments will receive ½ of the credit earned by your performance (e.g. an assignment on which you would earn 80%, if late, would receive 40%).  
Turn both Late and Absent assignments (with your full name & class period) into the tray labeled “LATE/ABSENT”.
3.  Attendance.  As Woody Allen said, “80% of success is showing up.”  Your input is important and lots of information will be presented in a manner which requires you to be here. Absences in excess of the number allowed by school policy are subject to a substantial penalty (up to 25% of your overall grade). 
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4.  Tardy Sauce.  Be on time to class means sitting at your assigned chair before the bell rings.  You have three tardies before the first notice is given and after the fifth tardy, there are significant consequences.    Remember, you will be considered tardy if you do not have a pass at the moment that you arrive late. Entrance after five minutes past the bell is an absence.
5.  Preparation.  As J.D. Salinger said, “I'm sick of just liking people. I wish to God I could meet somebody I could respect.” Earn respect (and your grade) by completing all assignments to the best of your ability.  Always bring the appropriate materials each day.
6.  Honesty Policy: I want your experience to be as enjoyable and educational as possible, but I am terrible at reading minds.  Please let me know if you are having problems with any aspect of the class before or after school, during my prep periods, or in an email/letter.    You will never be penalized for speaking your mind in a respectful manner.
7. Awesomeness: Be the type of person you would want to be.

“Like so many Americans, she was trying to construct a life that made sense from things she found in gift shops.” ~Kurt Vonnegut, Slaughterhouse Five

PARTICIPATION GRADE RUBRIC:
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“A” quality participation: 


1. Is well prepared: has completed readings and/or actively viewed materials

2. Asks good, thought provoking questions that are debatable and relevant

3. Listens attentively (gives focus and non-verbal feedback such as head nodding)

4. Responds to others’ comments and questions frequently

5. Participates often, yet allows others to participate as well

6. Attempts to rebuke and reinforce the material from multiple perspectives

“B” quality participation:

1. Is well prepared: has completed readings and/or actively viewed materials

2. Asks mostly good questions.

3. Makes interesting, accurate responses frequently

4. Usually listens attentively (gives focus and non-verbal feedback such as head nodding)

5. Seldom responds to others’ comments and questions 

“C” quality participation:

1. Has completed readings and/or actively viewed materials

2. Seldom asks questions or responds to others’ questions

3. Usually listens attentively (gives focus and non-verbal feedback such as head nodding)

4. Sometimes dominates, rambles on with irrelevant information, or interrupts others

“D” quality participation:

1. Has completed readings and/or actively viewed materials

2. Participates only when called on

“F” quality participation:

1. Has not completed readings and/or actively viewed materials

2. Never participates or volunteers even when called on

3. Helps create a negative/counterproductive discussion environment

