English 9 Trimester 2 Test

Study Guide

Literary Terms : Know the definitions of these terms for the test.  Be sure to have an original example for each term ready as well (it would be a good idea to write it down ahead of time).
1. Character: a representation of a person in a text
a. How to Interpret Character:
a. Direct Characterization: The author tells you what a character is like.

b. Indirect Characterization: The author hints at what a character is like through their appearance, actions, the reactions of others, their dialogue, and their  thoughts/attitude.
b. Protagonist (main character) vs. Antagonist (main character’s opposition) 
c. Static (unchanging characters) vs. Dynamic(changing characters)
d. Round (well developed characters) vs. Flat (1-dimensional, underdeveloped characters)
e. Foil (a contrasting character) vs. Parallel (a similar character)
2. Plot: the sequence of events in a story
a. Conflict:

1) External (out of the body): 
i. character vs. character

ii. character vs. society

iii. character vs. nature

2)  Internal: (inside their head) 

i. character vs. self 

ii. This is where you will find the theme: always ask yourself, “how did the protagonist change or fail to change by the end of the story?”
b. Plot Line: (exposition /conflict/ rising action / climax / resolution or denouement)

c. Foreshadowing (author suggests future events, e.g. Chekhov’s gun) & Flashback (going back in time)
d. Subplot: A secondary plot that is a supporting side story to the main plot
3. Theme: The main idea, moral, or message of a text
a. Symbols: a person, object, image, word, or event that evokes a range of additional meaning beyond its literal significance.  Ex: The American Flag is not just a piece of cloth.
b. Archetype: Characters, situations, or symbols that are repeated throughout literature/time. 
4. Figurative Language 
a. Similes are comparisons of dissimilar things using “likre” or “as”.  Ex. “My love for poetry is like a red, red rose.”

b. Metaphors are comparisons of dissimilar things that say something “is” something else.  Ex. “This test is an annoying mosquito sucking out the knowledge in my brain.”

c. Allusions are references to people, places, things, events, or ideas in history, literature, or pop culture.  Ex. “The answer hit me like a Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle.
d. Cliche is an idea or expression that has become tired and boring from overuse.  Ex: “If you get this right you are as sharp as a tack.”

e. Hyperbole is defined as exaggeration/overstatement. Ex. “This is the easiest test that has ever been written.”

f. Personification is giving non-human things, human characteristics.  Ex. “My pen refuses to answer this question.”

g. Paradox is A STATEMENT that appears to be contradictory, but on closer inspection turns out to be true.  Ex. “She loved poetry more than anything, but she hated it even more.”

Reading Strategies: Be ready to recite and explain these strategies AND be ready to APPLY these strategies to poems and short stories.
1. Rereading: Read confusing passages more than once. 
2. Summarizing: Put a text into simple terms.  Use short phrases, 1-2 words, to summarize
3. Identifying Key Lines: Find lines that seem important by trusting your ability learned through years of listening to stories.
4. Highlighting/Underlining & Writing in the Margins: Write questions and comments on your text because you are creating a dialogue with the text; you are not a passive receiver of the text.
5. Making Connections: to your self, other texts, and the world
6. Knowing the Lay of the Land: The S.T.R.P. method works because that is how writers almost always write stories.  S.T.R.P.:
a. Surprising
b. Too Much Attention
c. Oh-so-much-Repetition
d. Position
7. Focusing on Problems:  Focusing on Evidence that doesn’t fit what you think the selection means.
8. Asking Questions: Especially “Why did the author do that?” and “What might that mean in general?”
9. Hypothesizing: Guess!  Formulate a question and then try to find evidence to prove/disprove it.
10. Collecting Evidence: Find specific quotes and examples that support/disprove your hypothesis. 
11. General Strategies: Predicting, Clarifying, Connecting, Evaluating, Inferring, Questioning, Visualizing, Summarizing (In general just look for things that might be symbolic or meaningful).
Reading Strategies Practice: Gratitude ~Andrew E. Hunt
The street lights were a warm welcome from the oncoming chill of darkness.  The park bench’s curvature felt familiar under his tired old spine.  The wool blanket from the Salvation Army was comfortable around his shoulders and the pair of shoes he’d found in the dumpster today fit perfectly.  God, he thought, isn’t life grand.

1. 
Symbols/Key Details & Why they are symbolic/Important: 

a. Symbol: ________________________________ Why:_______________________________________
b. Symbol: ________________________________ Why:_______________________________________  

2.   
General Topic:_____________________________________________________________________________

3. 
Possible Theme(s):__________________________________________________________________________________

Formal Composition 1: Know what each section is called (be able to label them) and be ready to apply this knowledge by writing multiple essays.

How to Write a Basic Essay (5-Paragraph Theme):

I. Introduction:

A. Attention Grabber:

B. Link (Title and Author Name):

C. Thesis:

II. Body:

A. Claim 1:

B. Evidence 1:

C. Explanation 1:

D-?: Repeat pattern as necessary to prove your points.

III. Conclusion:

A. Final Summary:

B. Clincher:

Title (Write a title that catches the reader’s interest & hints at your point)

Introduction:  (Tell ‘em what you’re going to tell ‘em)


Attention Grabber (Lead): The purpose of the attention grabber is to grab the reader’s attention.  You will have the reader’s full attention when you first begin your paper, so you must start with something that makes the reader want to keep reading.  Some good ideas for an attention grabber include: a quote, a metaphor, a statistic, hypothetical situations, rhetorical questions (questions you do not want an answer to), an anecdote (very short story that is often funny), painting a picture (describe in detail), listing interesting facts, making a comparison, a statement of purpose, etc.  Link or Background Material:  After you have the reader’s attention, you must transition into the topic of your paper.  The background material is the place in which you will tell your reader what your paper is about.  This is a good place for the title and the author’s name. Thesis (Point): A Thesis is usually 1 sentence that tells the reader the main point of your paper.  It tells the reader everything you will cover (and the exact order in which you will cover it). 

Body: 
(Tell ‘em- and Prove It!)

Paragraph 1: 1. Claim (I think…): Each paragraph starts with a main/topic sentence (claim).  This sentence is like a mini-thesis that is just for that paragraph.  The topic sentence should tell the reader everything that is going to be covered in that paragraph.  The main/topic sentence should relate directly to your thesis (I should be able to look at your thesis and see where your main/topic sentence came from). 2. Evidence (For example…): Your main/topic sentence made a claim and now you must “prove” it.  One way to prove your main/topic sentence is through short quotes.  Take the text directly from the story, movie, etc.   Another way to prove your main/topic sentence is to very briefly summarize part of the story.  Be sure to make your point the focus and not the story (this is not a book report!) 3. Explanation (This proves…):  Explain in your own words how this quote proves your claim (main/topic sentence).  


Paragraphs 2,3,…:Repeat the pattern shown in Paragraph 1 for as many paragraphs as it takes to fully “prove” your thesis statement.  The order of the paragraphs should follow the order set out in the thesis statement (feel free to change the thesis statement at any time).

Conclusion:  (Tell ‘em what you told ‘em)


Final Summary: Summarizes the whole paper.  Either makes a statement that restates the main message/thesis &/or highlights the main points you have made and how they relate to the main message/thesis.  Clincher: Tells the reader “the end” without actually saying “the end.”  Gives the reader something to think about or do.  Answers the question “so what?”  Good closing statements include: quotes, statistics, anecdotes, metaphors, comparisons, an answer to your rhetorical question, etc.  
Essay Practice:

Directions: Go back through an old essay (or from textbook) and  UNDERLINE and LABEL each part of a 5-Paragraph Thesis Paper that is listed below:

1. Introduction Paragraph  

2. Attention Material  
3. Thesis

4. Body  

5. Point Sentence/Claim 

6. Evidence Sentences 
7. Explanation Sentences

8. Conclusion Paragraph  

9. Final Summary  
10. Closing Statement

Formal Composition 2: Understand the basic format for proving anything in writing: claim, evidence, explanation.  Be ready to apply this logical reasoning in your essays.

Logical Persuasion: Claim, Evidence, Explanation 

Explanation: These essays are persuasive.  They are NOT a book report.  You are trying to convince your reader that YOUR OPINION of the meaning of the story is correct.  In order to persuade your audience you must use some logical reasoning.  In order to persuade using logic you need to:

2. Make a Claim or opinion statement

3. Provide Evidence that supports your claim (this will usually be a paraphrase or a short quote).

4. Explain exactly how your evidence supports your claim.

Definitions:

1. Claim: Your opinion.  The position you take on the issue (For example, what you think the theme is).

a. A good claim is debatable.  (Can you argue the other side?  If not, your claim stinks).

b. A good claim is engaging.  (Take an interesting view or give a new idea.  Don’t be boring.)

c. A good claim is specific.  (“People should eat better” is not as good as “People should only eat organic foods that are low in fat”).

2. Evidence: The data you cite to support your claims.  (Most likely short quotes & paraphrases).

a. Short Quotes: 10 % or less, word for word, 4 lines or less preferred

b. Paraphrases: In own words, Shorter

c. Summaries: In own words, SIGNIFICANTLY Shorter (Just Main Ideas)

d. Expert Opinion: (Literary Criticism from professionals)

e. Facts & Statistics: Must directly relate (less likely to use in literary papers)

f. Personal Anecdotes (personal stories): Use sparingly

3. Explanation: Your interpretation of your evidence.  Explaining how your evidence proves that your claim is true.

a. A good explanation will be reasonable (not make illogical interpretive leaps). 

b. A good explanation is clearly supported by the evidence. 

c. A good explanation may consider and respond to possible objections.

Examples of the Claim-Evidence-Explanation format:


Example 1 from an essay concerning “The Sunflower”:

Claim: Was he really sorry? I think he was looking more for someone to be sorry for him. 

Evidence: When he wanted to tell his story to receive forgiveness, he said, “any Jew will do”. 

Explanation: He obviously didn’t care whom it was that he confessed to, as long as it was to a follower of the religion. It didn’t really matter to him, so why should his plea for forgiveness matter to anyone else?

Example 2 from an essay concerning “Marigolds”:

Claim: Miss Strangeworth views her family and herself with much respect. 

Evidence: “No one in town would dare to disturb Miss Strangeworth,” (179). 

Explanation: This means that she has been very mean to anyone who disturbs her. Miss Strangeworth thinks that the whole town respects her family but really they are scared of her. She thinks that she is better than everyone else, and to her, it gives her the right to act like a witch. 

Claim-Evidence-Explanation Practice:

1.    Claim: President Obama should be applauded for his policies on minority owned businesses. 
       Evidence: The New York Times reports that more minorities own businesses today than ever before. 
       Explanation: 

2.    Claim: Any American can grow up to be president. 
       Evidence: Bill Clinton came from a poor town in a poor state to be president.  
       Explanation: 

Meeting Objections Practice:
3.   Claim: In order to stop bullying, our school should provide training to bullies, victims of bullying, and bystanders. 
       Evidence: According to Wikipedia, in order for bullying to occur all three of these groups must play a certain role. 
       Explanation:  Therefore, if we can change the behavior of any or all of these groups, we can stop bullying.   
       Meeting Objections:  “Some might say _____________________________________________________________,

       


but they are wrong because ____________________________________________________.”

 

Formal Composition 3: Understand what a thesis statement is and be able to identify and use them in your essays.

Writing a Thesis Statement for a Literary Analysis[image: image1.jpg]



A thesis statement in an essay is a sentence that explicitly identifies the purpose of the paper, which is to persuade the audience that your opinion is correct. 

A thesis statement is YOUR focus; YOUR unifying opinion about the story.  A good thesis statement is “S.I.C.K.”:

· Specific about General: Says something specific about a general topic: “Love (general topic) is the only emotion that can actually convince a person to change their natural, selfish behaviors (specific opinion).”

· Insightful: (does it make you say, “oooh, yeah!  That’s deep!”)

· Clear: Need no extra explanation

· Knowledgeable: Take into consideration ALL of the evidence in the story.  

The thesis statement continuum: You thesis should fall between opinion and controversial. You want the thesis to be something you can actually prove.  If it is a fact, it is already proven.  If it is outrageous, then it is not provable. 

Fact--------------(Opinion---------------(Controversial-------------(Outrageous


Here are some examples of thesis statements for your literary analysis: 

1. Through the battles Odysseus fights in Homer’s The Odyssey, we see how Odysseus becomes a better person by overcoming his arrogance, finding self-restraint, and by remembering that his family should be his main focus.
2.  Guy de Maupassant in the story “The Necklace” is expressing that obsession is a sin and fate punishes those who are obsessed. Mathidle Loisel of the middle class is obsessed with achieving respect and acceptance in the upper class and to obtain its wealth. Her obsession leads to a lack of appreciate toward what she does posses, which lead to dishonesty.  The author uses irony to her into the exact opposite of what she yearns to be and thereby teaches her, and us, a lesson about honesty and obsession.  
Hints for Writing a Thesis:

1. COLLECT a lot of EVIDENCE using your Reading Strategies (STRP, Self/Text/World, etc.).

2. Write down 3-5 ONE-TWO WORD TOPICS/CONCEPTS/BIG IDEAS (must be 1-2 words long).

3. Write out several hard to answer QUESTIONS based on the 1-2 word topics (Ex. What does it mean to be grown up?  How do you become a grown up? ).  The author is trying to find an answer to one of life’s hard to answer questions.  A theme is what you think is the answer to this author’s question based on what he said in the story.  

4. GROUP evidence under your big ideas. Free write on your big ideas trying to use the evidence to explain what the author means. Discuss with others.

5. COMBINE as many of the one-two word big ideas as possible into one sentence (in order to cover as much of the story as possible as well as to make your theme more complex).  

6. Consider:

a. What is the internal conflict of the protagonist?  How do they change by the end of the story?  What would end of story protagonist say to beginning of story protagonist?

b. Parallels/Foils: how are other characters’ struggles similar to or different from the protagonist?  (Usually their conflicts will reflect on the protagonist’s conflict).  

7. Don’t be afraid to rewrite your thesis statement.  Your statement is not carved in stone.  Just make sure it actually identifies what you have written about.

Thesis Practice:

1. Write a compare and contrast thesis for The Odyssey and Romeo and Juliet.
2.  Write a thesis focusing on analyzing one or more characters from Romeo and Juliet.
Active Viewing: Understand that visual media (film, TV, etc), are just another type of text to be interpreted.  Be ready to use the following “layers of meaning” in order to analyze visual media.  
1. The Core Layer: Narrative 

a. Explanation: This is the first and most important layer.  If the Earth lost its core, the world would end; likewise, if a movie is lacking a good narrative, nothing else really matters.  REMEMBER: All other layers are there to enhance the narrative.

b. Constructed by: The Writer/Writers

c. What to Look For:  Dialogue & Actions of Characters
i. Internal Conflict: How does the Protagonist change/not change by the end of the film?

ii. Symbolism: STRP: Look for things that are Surprising, given Too much attention, Repeated, or in Position: beginning, end, climax (focus on dialogue)

iii. Indirect Characterization: What do the characters’ actions, words, appearance, attitude/inner thoughts, and the reactions of others say about them?

iv. Allusions: What connections can you make to your self, other films/texts, or the world?

v. Theme: How were my feelings manipulated and why?  What values/ideology are they selling?  How do they want me to view life, people, or the world?

2. The 2nd Layer: Mise-en-scene 

a. Explanation: Everything you need before the cameras record.  
b. Constructed by: The Director
c. What to Look For:
i. Lighting: High? Low? Neutral?  Shadows?
ii. Actors/Acting: Type cast? Verbal/Non-Verbal shadings? Spacing?
iii. Costuming: Symbolic of character?  
iv. Décor (Scenery, Sets, Props): Create mood?  Reflect character emotions?
3. The 3rd Layer: Cinematography
a. Explanation: This is how the stuff in the scene is captured on film.
b. Constructed by: The Camera Man/Cinematographer

c. What to Look For:

i. Framing/Shot Types: Where in the box?  How close?  How far away?  POV?

ii. Camera Angles: Looking up?  Looking down?  Eye level?  Off kilter? 

iii. Camera Movement: Zoom?  Track?  Pan?  Shaky? 

4. The Crust: Editing
a. Explanation: The separate shots captured on film are joined together into a single finished filmstrip.  

b. Constructed by: The Editor

c. What to Look For:

i. Cuts: Simple/Dramatic?  What is it connecting and why?

ii. Sound: Reinforce mood?  Creates reality?

iii. Visual Effects: CGI?  How does it enhance the story?

Active Viewing Practice: Watch any commercial & break it down with this chart:
	
	Evidence
	Claim
	Explanation

	Narrative
	
	
	

	Mise-en-Scene


	
	
	

	Cinema-

tography


	
	
	

	Editing
	
	
	


Major Literary Works: Know some basic information about the major works of literature that we studied in class: Romeo and Juliet and The Odyssey.
1. Romeo and Juliet
a. Plot:

i. Be able to provide an event that corresponds with each step of the plot line

ii. Plot Line: (exposition /conflict/ rising action / climax / resolution or denouement)
b. Drama Terminology:

i. Monologue: When a character expresses their thoughts aloud to another character or the audience.
ii. Soliloquy: When a character expresses their inner thoughts and feelings aloud.
iii. Aside: When a character speaks their inner thoughts and feelings directly to the audience.  
iv. Iambic Pentameter: A pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables used in poetry 
v. Shakespearean Sonnet: A form of poetry containing 14 lines, abab rhyme scheme, and iambic pentameter
c. Be Ready to Paraphrase: (translate into your own words) a short passage.

d. Theme: Consider what message Shakespeare is selling in R&J when it comes to:

i. Love/Passion
ii. Hate/Violence

iii. Parents/Society’s Rules

iv. Fate vs. Free Will

2. The Odyssey
a. Plot:

i. Be able to provide an event that corresponds with each step of the plot line

ii. Plot Line: (exposition /conflict/ rising action / climax / resolution or denouement)
b. Mythological Theory:

i. Archetypes

1. Archetypal Characters: Hero, Outcast, Maiden, Mother, Temptress, Wise Old Man, Trickster, etc.

2. Archetypal Symbols: light/dark, water/desert, spring/winter,  day/night, birth/death/re-birth, etc.

3. Archetypal Situations: Renewal of life, Initiation, Fall, Redemptive Sacrifice, The Quest/Hero's Journey

ii. Mono Myth (Hero's Journey)

c. Epic Terminology:

i. Epic: A long, story poem about a hero of a culture/nation.
ii. Epic Hero: The protagonist of an epic; they embody the values and beliefs of their culture/nation.
iii. Tragic Flaw (Hamartia): A failure of morals or character such as greed or arrogance (Hubris).
d. Greek Mythology: Know the basic stories & powers of the following Greek Gods:
i. Zeus: King of the gods, ruler of Mount Olympus, killed his father Cronus, loved the ladies, god of sky/thunder/justice/hospitality.
ii. Hades: god of the dead, god of gems and precious metals/wealth, while similar in some ways, he is not Satan and Hades is not hell.
iii. Poseidon: god of the seas, earthquakes, created horses (father of Cyclops)
iv. Odysseus (hero): The Odyssey is the story of his trip home to Ithaca. Taught Greeks lessons such as use patience and cunning. 
v. Athena: Goddess of wisdom, crafts, and strategic battle, born from Zeus’ headache, helped Odysseus on his journey (especially at home).
vi. Aphrodite: Goddess of love, beauty, desire, and fertility. Wang born.
vii. Ares: God of war, frenzy, hatred, and bloodshed.
viii. Achilles (Greek hero): Greatest Greek warrior at the Battle of Troy, but pride causes him to sit out for most of it, was dipped in the river Styx to make him impenetrable (except for his heel)
ix. Muses: Nine ladies of science and the arts.  Provided inspiration and joy.  Artists often asked them for help like Home does at the beginning of the Odyssey.
x. Titans: The race of gods who were overcome by Zeus and the Olympians

e. Possible EC:
i. Apollo: The sun god; god of light, god of healing, music, poetry, prophecy, archery and truth.
ii. Hephaestus: Blacksmith; god of fire and the forges. Only lame god.  Married Aphrodite
iii. Hera: Queen of the gods and of the heavens; goddess of women, marriage, and motherhood.
iv. Demeter: goddess of fertility, agriculture, nature, and the seasons.  
v. Hestia: goddess of the hearth and home (left so Dionysus could be in the twelve).
vi. Artemis: goddess of the hunt, of maidens, and the moon.
vii. Hermes: Messenger of the gods; god of commerce, speed, thieves, and trade. Winged shoes.
viii. Cronus: Titan; father of Zeus.  Swallowed his children whole so they wouldn’t overthrow him
ix. Dionysus: god of wine, parties, and merriment.  Became an Olympian when Hestia left.
x. Persephone: goddess of the spring and death.  Tricked into marrying Hades
xi. Perseus (Greek hero): Killed Medusa (snake hair that turns men to stone).  Rescued Andromeda from Poseidon’s sea monster.
xii. Hercules (Greek hero and god): Killed his family in a rage.  Completed 12 impossible tasks.  The only demigod to become a god.
xiii. Jason and the Argonauts (Greek heroes): Defeated the Harpies: evil bird-bodied, woman-headed creatures.  Used a sleeping potion to steal the Golden Fleece from a dragon.
xiv. Theseus (Greek hero): Gave various villains a dose of their own medicine (hold this tree guy, rack bed guy, etc).  Defeated the minotaur in the Labyrinth.
xv. Bellerophon (Greek hero): Defeated the fire-breathing Chimaera (a lion's front, a goat's middle and a snake's tail) with the help of Pegasus.  Flew Pegasus to Mt. Olympus to be a god, Zeus sent a fly to sting him and he fell (roaming the earth alone and lame for the rest of his life).
xvi. Siren: Half bird half woman creature that lure people to their death with their singing.
xvii. Mentor: The man Odysseus trusted more than anyone else in his kingdom.
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