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English 9

INSTRUCTOR:  Mr. Finn

School Phone: 688-1050 
Mr. Finn’s ext. 5112
Email: finn.jeff@iowacityschoos.org
Available for Individual Attention: Periods _ & _ by appointment
TEXTS: Green Textbook & Grammar Handbook, Free Reading Book, Supplemental Readings, Select Films & Audio
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MATERIALS NEEDED: Notebook, pens/pencils.
COURSE DESCRIPTION: The objective of this course is to produce empowered and rational thinkers with an appreciation and understanding of a variety of literary sources, including novels, short stories, media, and poetry.  In addition, a strong emphasis is placed on improving writing skills (focusing on content, structure, and style), utilizing short-responses and at least two longer papers (including Symposium).  Finally, oral communication skills will be developed through discussions as well as presentations of projects and reports.
GRADING SCALE:

99-100
A+

88-89
B+

78-79
C+

68-69
D+    59 and below F

93-98
A

83-87
B

73-77
C

63-67
D

90-92
A-

80-82
B-

70-72
C-

60-62
D-

*grades will be tabulated on a total point scale

*grades will consist of homework, projects, participation, tests and quizzes
*extra credit will be give for work I deem “above and beyond” the requirements.

Important Dates: Tri. 1 Final Exam Nov. _________________, PT Conferences are Nov. _________________,

 
 Tri 2 Final Exam Feb. _________________, Tri 3 Final Exam _________________.
Classroom Policies

1.  Make-up work. You are allowed as many days as you miss plus one.  Medical and other extenuating circumstances will be considered, especially with advanced notice. Please put all make-up work in the “Late/Absent” tray.   If you miss class I will not respond to requests for assignment during class (it is unfair to the other students to stop class for you).  Instead, follow these steps in this EXACT order until you have your answer: 
1. Check the board for assignments and confirm with the smartest kid near you (give them food).
2. Check online at Edmodo in the section labeled “Library” at the top of the page to find the assignment.  
3. Email me at finn.jef@iowacityschools.org asking for the assignments from a specific day. 

4. Email me to set up a meeting time before/after school or during a mutual free period to discuss assignments.  

2.  Late work.  Assignments not completed when called for in class (usually at the beginning) will be late.  Late assignments will receive ½ of the credit earned by your performance (e.g. an assignment on which you would earn 80%, if late, would only receive 40%).  Late assignments must be clearly labeled with your full name & class period and placed in the “Late/absent” tray. 

3.  Attendance.  As Woody Allen said, “80% of success is showing up.” Absences hurt you, me, and your classmates.  Be here.  
4.  Tardy Sauce.  Be in your seat before the bell rings for class.  Remember, you will be considered tardy if you do not have a pass at the moment that you arrive late. Entrance after five minutes past the bell is an absence.

5.  Preparation.  Complete all assignments.  Please bring a notebook, pen/pencil, and the appropriate materials each day.

6. Honesty Policy: Most problems start with bad communication.  If you have a concern or question please let me know as soon as possible so we can try to fix it. You will never be penalized in my class for speaking your mind in a respectful manner.   (A respectful/persuasive time would be before or after school, during my prep periods, or in an email/letter.)    
7.  Awesomeness: Be the type of person you would want to be.
· An honors distinction will be available for 2nd and 3rd trimesters.  Please email me for the application guidelines and a more detailed explanation of honors before the end of the first trimester.

Curriculum Map for H.S. English I (Grade 9) 
Mr. Finn

	Content:
	Week:
	Skills
	Assessment
	Standards

	Tri. 1 Unit 1:

Poetry
(Writing & Analysis)

	2-5
	*Understanding and Utilizing Metaphors, Personification, Hyperbole, Paradox,  Alliteration, Assonance, Rhythm/Meter, Cliché,

* Recognize artistic aspects  *Obtain Enjoyment 

*Speak clearly and audibly
* Analysis of text  *Analytical Writing
	1. Haiku Presentation Rubric
2. Chap Book Rubric
3. Worksheets

4. Terminology Quiz

5. Song Lyric Activity
6. Poem Analysis Paragraph
	IA Standards 1 2 3 4 5 7



	Tri. 1 Unit 2:

Short Story

(Reading Strategies, Lit. Terms, Creative Writing)

	6-12
	* Beginning Critical Analysis of Text (Multiple Analysis/Understanding of the same text).

*Identify New Criticism elements of a short story: Character, Plot, Setting,Symbolism, Theme, etc.

* Read a variety of literature from diverse authors

* Understand tech. for collaborative learning
	1. Nursery Activity Writing

2. Annotation of Stories

3. Discussion
4. Terminology Quiz


	IA Standards 1 2 3 4 5 6 7



	Tri. 1 Unit 3: 
Essay Writing

(Argumentation, Basic Organization, Literary Analysis Writing)
	13-15
(Every Tuesday)
	* Challenge and Evaluate text  *Express/Defend Opinion

*Analytical Writing/Writing about Literature

* Thesis Driven Paper (Concept of Theme/Thesis)

* Paragraphs: Main Sent, Supporting, Trans. Sent

* Basic Sentence Structure


	1. Various Practice Essays

2. Theme Essay

3. Peer Editing & Revisions

4. Reflection Essay

	

	Tri. 2 Unit 1:
Film Unit
(Film Analysis, Film Analysis Writing)
	16-17
	*Reading/Interpreting Film    

* Understand mood, p-o-v, style, indirect characterization, character, plot, dialogue, etc.
* Recognizing how film manipulates the viewer
	1. Daily Notes
2. Discussions

3. Storyboarding

4. Screen Play
	IA Standards 3 4 7

 

	Tri. 2 Unit 2:

The Odyssey
(Reading Strategies, Mythology, Writing & Analysis)


	18-22
	*Demonstrate an understanding of the elements of literature. (Archetypes/Hero’s Journey) 

*Utilize Pre & Post Reading Strategies

* Relate literature to own lives  

* Read classic literature  * Recall information 

* Evaluate spoken messages for accuracy/significance

*Demon. understanding of information and ideas
*Using Active and Passive Voice  *Writing Process

*Using Specific, Concrete Details  * Revision 

*Set goals to improve own work *Leads

*Increase confidence in speaking
	1. Quizzes Terminology

2. Quizzes Plot

3. Creative Writing using concepts.

4. Storytelling Presentation

5. Compare/Contrast Paper


	IA Standards 1 3 2 4 5



	Tri. 2 Unit 3:

Romeo and Juliet
(Public Speaking, Analysis, Writing)
	23-30
	*Understand literal meaning of text  

*Infer Meaning

* Reads and understand influence of Shakespeare

*Deliver good oral presentations 

*Consult style/technical manuals to guide writing

*Understand English as a dynamic, living language

*Evaluate Research questions/ gather, record, organize, and integrate relevant information

*Synthesize information into something new
	1. Creative Writing: Sonnet

2. Quizzes on Acts

3. WebQuest 

4. Chrctr. Magic Cards

5. PowerPoint Picture w/ Caption Scene Synopsis

6. Song Lyrics

7. Final Test
	IA Standards 2  3 4 5 6



	Tri. 3 Unit 1: 

To Kill A Mockingbird
	31-33
	* Read critically  *Challenge and Evaluate Text

* Analyze classic literature  

*Understand dynamics of interpersonal communication

* Purposely adjust language for stylistic effect

* Express and defend an opinion based on evidence
	1. Essays

2. Online Quiz

3. Pop Quizzes

4. Critical Analysis Activity 

5. Small/Large Group Discussions
	IA Standards 2  3 5 6 7



	Tri. 3 Unit 2:

Symposium


	34-End
	* Global Revision for Clarity and Unity

* Good Evidence: Using Quotes and Illustrations

* Lead and Closing Sentences     * Basic Logic 
	1. Persuasive Essay

2.  Test

3. Thesis Paper
	IA Standards 1 2 3



	Tri. 3 Unit 3:

Autonomy Project
	34-End
	*Research Skills  *Set goals for their own learning

* Brainstorming/Outlining  *Plagiarism 

*Use correct format for different types of writing
	1.Research Grades

2. Contract Grade Rubric

3. Presentation Grade
	IA Standards 2 3 4 5 7



	Tri.1-3: Vocab., Reading, Writing & Grammar
	Sept.-

June
	*Read independently with fluency 

*Enjoy reading

*Articulate the aesthetic aspects of literature

*Identify problem areas on own 
	1. Journal Entries 

2. Quizzes

3. Revision Activities

4. Grammar Presentations 
	IA Standard 1 3 6

 


* Times, Activities, & Assessments will change to best facilitate student learning.
Purpose/What you can get from this English class:

1. A Reawakening of CREATIVITY and PASSION  (Ideas & Passion make you an interesting person)

2. The realization that THERE ARE NO RIGHT ANSWERS (…Just better answers: more informed, more revealing, or more interesting).

3. The tools for UNDERSTANDING THE HIDDEN WORLD (…So that you can change it for the better).

4. The ability to THINK FOR YOURSELF (Rational & logical thinking that is generated by sifting through others’ ideas)

5. READING, WRITING, & SPEAKING SKILLS (…to go to college, to get a job, and to become a better person)

