Slam Meeting

1. Show them what a Poetry Slam is:

a. Pass out markers and wipe board

b. Read rules of the “Slam” Contest:

i. Each poem must be of the poet's own construction;

ii. Each poet gets three minutes (plus a ten-second grace period) to read one poem. If the poet goes over time, points will be deducted from the total score. 

iii. The poet may not use props, costumes or musical instruments;

iv. Of the scores the poet received from the five judges, the high and low scores are dropped and the middle three are added together, giving the poet a total score of 0-30.

c. Perform a poem I’ve written

d. Have them give me scores etc.

2. Basic Information on What IS a Poetry Slam:

a. Spoken-Word Competition

b. Your poems are judged by random people in an audience and given scores

c. Person/group with highest scores after 3 poems wins.

d. Individual Competition

i. You Write & Perform 3 separate poems

ii. Compete against all other individuals

e. Team Competition

i. Your Group of 4 Writes & Performs 3 separate poems

ii. Compete against other schools

iii. Can be any combination of 1-4 people

f. Show VIDEO

3. Talk about our group Slam West

a. We are bringing Marc Baramuthi Joseph to West on January 18th (next Fri)

b. We have money to put on a slam in town (against City & possibly others)

c. Everything else about this group is going to be up to you guys- talk about later
4. Perform your name

5. Write a slam poem for next time: (we want to have something when we meet with Marc after school on Friday January 18th.)
What I look for in good Spoken-Word Poetry

1) Works on the Page

a. Allusions- Especially Pop Culture References

b. Alliteration

c. Personification

d. Repetition

e. Similes and Metaphors (Often extreme)

f. Dialogue (conversational tone or sometimes “call and response”)

g. Imagery

h. Inverted Syntax

2) Works on the Stage

a. Accentuates Rhythms (Keeps a Beat)

b. Jokes, Puns, etc

c. Can be read quickly

3) Instant Mass Appeal

a. You must be able to either understand it

b. Or “feel” it- rhythm, cadence, certain beautiful phrases

c. Generally talks about either Love

d. Or modern problems in society

